Contents of the Dead Man’s Pockets—short answer
1. Tom Benecke had spent the last four Saturdays watching people and making notes on the yellow piece of paper. What kind of notes? 

2. At one point Tom sees a “thin curl of blue smoke.” What is the source of this curl of smoke? 

3. Tom knows that Clare won’t be home for nearly four hours. How does he know this? 

4. Tom finds three letters in his pocket. What does he do with each of the three letters? 

5. Explain the title of the story.

6. While on the ledge, Tom undergoes a change—an internal change, a different way of thinking. Describe this change.

7. What does Tom shout out as he breaks the glass?

8. Tom had imagined that when he entered his apartment he would do one of two things. Name one of the things he thought he would do.

9. Near the end of the story, Tom is leaving his apartment. To go where?

10. Describe the ironic event from the very end of the story.

ANSWERS
1. Tom Benecke had spent the last four Saturdays watching people and making notes on the yellow piece of paper. What kind of notes? (how many people passed certain displays in the grocery store)

2. At one point Tom sees a “thin curl of blue smoke.” What is the source of this curl of smoke? (the cigarette he left burning in his apartment)

3. Tom knows that Clare won’t be home for nearly four hours. How does he know this? (she’s at the movies—she’s seeing a double feature)

4. Tom finds three letters in his pocket. What does he do with each of the three letters? (lights them on fire with a match, and waves them hoping to catch attention)

5. Explain the title of the story. (the yellow paper is the contents of his pockets, standing for his wasted life)

6. While on the ledge, Tom undergoes a change—an internal change, a different way of thinking. Describe this change. (Tom realizes that he’s wasting his life by always being busy with work; he realizes he should spend more time with Clare, his wife)

7. What does Tom shout out as he breaks the glass? (“Clare!”)

8. Tom had imagined that when he entered his apartment he would do one of two things. Name one of the things he thought he would do. (lie on the floor or run through the apartment)

9. Near the end of the story, Tom is leaving his apartment. To go where? (find his wife at the movies)

10. Describe the ironic event from the very end of the story. (the paper flies back out the window)

Contents of the Dead Man’s Pocket—multiple choice
1. Tom’s notes contained information on how best to sell ____.

a. real estate

b. groceries

c. insurance

d. women’s clothing

2. Tom’s wife, Clare, is going to ____.

a. the mall

b. a friend’s house

c. a restaurant

d. the theater

3. Tom’s sheet of paper is ____.

a. blue

b. white

c. beige

d. yellow

4. The paper is important to Tom because ____.

a. Tom hopes to receive a promotion

b. Tom is getting paid for the work it represents

c. Tom’s deadline is the next morning

d. Tom’s father had begun the work

5. The cause of the window’s closing is ____.

a. Clare

b. Tom

c. the wind

d. Tom’s neighbor

6. Among the items Tom sees in his apartment is ____.

a. his burning cigarette

b. the open refrigerator door

c. the running water in the sink

d. the boiling water on the stove

7. Tom decides that, if he makes it back inside his apartment, the first thing he’ll do is ____.

a. call his boss

b. buy a new window

c. roll on the floor

d. sing at the top of his lungs

8. Tom realizes that Clare would not ____.

a. see him in the darkness outside

b. hear his voice through the closed window

c. be able to open the window

d. pull him from the ledge

9. Tom tries to call attention to himself with a burning ____.

a. flare

b. match

c. letter

d. stick

10. Tom drops some ____ to the sidewalk below.

a. coins

b. ice

c. paper

d. glass

11. The title of the story come from ____.

a. a line from Shakespeare

b. a poem Tom Benecke had memorized

c. a TV detective series

d. a line in the story

12. As Tom breaks through the window, he shouts “____!”

a. Help

b. Saved

c. Free

d. Clare

13. Tom laughs when ____. 

a. Clare sees him on the ledge

b. the window closes shut

c. he sees his reflection in the window

d. the paper flies out the window

14. At the end of the story, Tom is on his way to see ____.

a. his wife

b. the police

c. the apartment manager

d. his boss

15. The theme (message) of the story is ____.

a. it is foolish to place oneself in a dangerous situation

b. it we face our fears, we can overcome them

c. a person’s home life is more important than his working life

d. we don’t really know how resourceful we can be until we are tested

ANSWERS
1.
B

2.
D

3.
D

4.
A

5.
B

6.
A

7.
C

8.
C

9.
C

10.
A

11.
D

12.
B

13.
D

14.
A

15.
C

